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The Web of Science Group has been pioneering 
the world of research for more than 60 years, 
and powering innovation across the research 
ecosystem with best-in-class data, discovery, 
analytics, and tools  

The Web of 
Science Group

ISI
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Why Web of 
Science?



9600 Journals 2400 Journals

Web of Science 
is a curated 
database

Will that satisfy 
my literature 
needs? 

80% of all citations came 
from just 2,400 journals

Source: Journal Citation Reports 2016

Bradford’s Law: A relatively small number of journals publish the
majority of significant scholarly results

Bradford, S.C., Sources of information on specific subjects. Engineering: An Illustrated Weekly Journal
1934. 137: p. 85-86.



The Web of Science Core Collection

218,000+
Conference Proceedings

21,200+
Total journals in
Core Collection

111,000+

76 Million+
Source Items

1.6 Billion+

Backfiles to 1900
With cover-to-cover 
indexing

Books

Cited References
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Web of Science 
Core Collection

Science Citation Index Expanded
Social Science Citation Index

Arts & Humanities Citation Index
Emerging Sources Citation Index

Conference Proceedings 
Citation Index

Book Citation Index



6

Journal Selection Process and Editorial Board

• Total citations
• Recent citation activity

EDITORIAL 
TEAM

Full Time 
Editors

Clarivate 
Analytics 

employees

12 main 
languages 
covered 

with 
fluency

None of 
the editors 

publish

No one 
edits a 
journal

Bi-weekly 
meetings

• Around 150 years of experience 
in their roles 

• Full time positions

No conflicts of interest
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The Web of 
Science Core 
Collection

The Heart of the 
Web of Science 
Platform

The Web of Science Core Collection is a trusted, high quality collection
of journals, books and conference proceedings

Curated by a professional and publisher-neutral 
expert team of in-house Web of Science editors



COMMONLY USED CRITERIA FOR SELECTING THE RIGHT JOURNAL
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In this presentation, we will focus on Journal Impact Factor and additional citation based metrics



WHAT IS JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR (JIF) ?
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JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR DEPENDS ON SUBJECT!
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3.45Is a JIF of good or not?



RANK IN CATEGORY/QUARTILE
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IF= 2.992 
(2017)

IF= 3.858 
(2017)

IF= 5.168 
(2017)

IF= 3.249 (2016)



JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR QUARTILES
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• Q1 -Top 25% of the JIF distribution

• Q2 - Middle-high position
(between top 50% and top 25%)

• Q3 - Middle-low position 
(between top 75% to top 50%)

• Q4 - Lowest position
(bottom 25% of the IF distribution)



SELECTION OF BEST FIT JOURNALS
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“I want to publish in journals with high rank 
and prestige”

“I want to publish in journals that gets cited for 
a long time”

“I aim for journals that get cited very 
quickly”

“I look for internationally recognized journals.”
Use Web of Science or JCR to find 

high quality international 
journals

Use “Cited Half Life” metric in 
JCR

Use “Immediacy Index” metric 
in JCR

Find journal ranking, percentile 
and quartiles in JCR

“How can I find the related list of journals” Use “Citing” or “Cited”
journals 



ADDITIONAL METRICS-IMMEDIACY INDEX AND EIGEN FACTOR

14

How quickly articles in a 
journal are cited???
Measure of “cutting-edge”-
ness

How influential is the journal?
More higher impact journals cite 
its articles, more is the 
Eigenfactor



ADDITIONAL METRICS – ENDNOTE MANUSCRIPT MATCHER
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ENDNOTE – MATCH FEATURE Select a best-fit journal for your 
manuscript

Match feature  takes you to the  
actual journal website 



PREDATORY PUBLISHERS AND JOURNALS
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• Predatory publishers (journals) are those that exploit the gold open-access 
model for their own profit

• They take advantage of, exploit, and pander to scholarly authors

• They pretend to be legitimate, copying established and respected journals' 
websites and practices

• Many do a poor or fake peer review



HOW PREDATORY PUBLISHERS DAMAGE SCIENCE

17

• Increase in published research misconduct, such as plagiarism

• Pseudo-science published gets indexed in Google Scholar and other academic indexes

• They threaten demarcation between science and pseudo-science, the cumulative nature of 

research

• They feed bogus research to societal institutions that depend on authentic science

• Pharmaceutical entrepreneurs are using predatory publishers to make invented compounds 

appear efficacious

• Author fees may prevent some authors from being able to publish their work, especially in 

middle-income countries and for unaffiliated researchers



FAKE IMPACT FACTORS
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• Companies make up and sell impact factors to open-access journal 

publishers

• Many publish articles mistakenly believing that their work is in an impact 

factor journal

• Predatory journals advertise their bogus impact factors in spam email and 

on their websites



Web of Science Group retains all intellectual property rights in, and asserts rights of confidentiality over, all parts of its response submitted within this presentation. 
By submitting this response we authorise you to make and distribute such copies of our proposal within your organisation and to any party contracted directly 
to solely assist in the evaluation process of our presentation on a confidential basis. Any further use will be strictly subject to agreeing appropriate terms.

Thank you
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