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Choosing the right journal for your manuscript

• Check Google Scholar using keywords that apply to your 
manuscript.

• Examine references you have cited.

• Use ‘Manuscript Matcher’ (Web of Science).

• Use ‘Journal Finder’ (Wiley).

• Use ‘Open Journal Matcher’.

• Use ‘Find my journal’.

• Check calls for papers (special issues)

• Once you choose a journal,

— study instructions to authors

— examine a recent issue of the journal.
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Google Scholar

https://scholar.google.com/
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Manuscript Matcher (Web of Science)
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Manuscript Matcher (Web of Science)
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Journal Finder (Wiley)

https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
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Open access

What is open access and 
what are the benefits?
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Subscription only journals:
▪ Free to publish but need to be subscriber to read

Fully open access (gold) journals:
▪ Articles are freely accessible online 
▪ Authors pay an Article Publication Charge (APC)
▪ The APC can be paid via the author’s institution or 

funding

Hybrid journals:
▪ Subscription journal that allows open access 

publications
▪ Article can be published behind or outside paywall

For listings of Wiley open access and hybrid journals, more 
information can be found here. 

https://journalfinder.wiley.com/

Types of journals

https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/find-a-journal/index.html
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Why are manuscripts rejected by journals

• Mismatch with aims and scope

• Lack of novelty or significance

• Flaws in study design

• Ethical misconduct

• Poorly organized manuscript

• Errors of spelling, grammar, etc.

• Ignoring journal’s instructions to authors

The overall global average
acceptance rate is 35%–40%.
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Mismatch with aims and scope

Warning from the journal Environmental Pollution
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From submission to publication: 6 months to 2 years
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From submission to publication

1 Author sends or uploads a manuscript.

2 Journal carries out a preliminary screening.

3 If OK, manuscript is sent to reviewers (referees).

4 Reviewers’ comments are conveyed to author.

5 Author submits a revised version.

6 Manuscript is typeset and made into pages; proofs to author.

7 Author returns proofs; paper published.
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Overcome time lag with parallel processing

• Adopt parallel processing: at any time,
aim to have multiple papers,
each at a different stage of the process.

• Start writing early.

• Enquire if you don’t hear from the editor
within 6–8 weeks of submission.

• Choose journals that are published frequently
(at least 6 times a year).



9/4/2023

15

15

Preliminary check: is the manuscript is worth reviewing?

• Within the broad remit of the journal?

• Addresses a broad subject area?

• Potentially a substantial contribution?

• Subject topical, of interest to a wide readership?

• Novel and interesting?

• Appropriately formatted?
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Warning from a journal

Submitted manuscripts must be written with native language 
competency in either English or French.

Manuscripts that do not meet these standards
will be returned without review.

Careful attention to clarity and style is encouraged. 
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View from the ‘other side of the desk’

“[Reviewers] are already forming a viewpoint within the first couple 
of pages . . . Grammar, referencing, sentence structure and 
probably most important of all, following the guidelines for 
submission, do matter and can make the difference between R&R 
[revise and re-submit] and an outright rejection.”

Peter Galvin

Editor-in-Chief,

Journal of Management & Organization
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Instructions to authors: examples

• Label the panels. Do not put a box around the panel label, and do not follow 

the label with a period. Use capital letters to label the panels.

• Probability: Lowercase italic p with zero before decimal point: p < 0.05

• Figure captions: Figure captions begin with the term Fig. in bold type, 

followed by the figure number, also in bold type. No punctuation is to be 

included after the number, nor is any punctuation to be placed at the end of 

the caption.
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Multipanel figures: examples
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Put your best foot forward

• Cover letter

— address to a named individual (avoid ‘Dear Editor’)

— link to recent papers published in the journal

— knowledge gap or problem and how you filled or solved it

— reasons for choosing the journal

— any undertaking (s) required

• Avoid uploading just before weekends and holidays.

• Title and abstract: greatest care

• First paragraphs of Introduction and Discussion: extra care with 
spelling, grammar, punctuation

• SI units, tables, figures, citations, references: formatted precisely
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Cover letter: example

Dear Dr Lastname,

May I request you to consider the attached manuscript, titled “. . .”, for possible 

publication in Name of the Journal.

The work reported in the manuscript supplements and extends two studies, 

namely Author et al., 2018, vol.: pages and Author et al., 2019, vol.: pages published 

recently in Name of the Journal.

By publishing the study in Name of the Journal, we hope to leverage the journal’s 

reputation and the support of all those committed to / interested in / conducting studies 

on . . . .
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Open Access

• Immediately, freely available online for all to read, 
download, reuse and share

• An Article Publication Charge (APC) is typically 
applied. This may be covered by an institution or 
funder

• Published under a Creative Commons (CC) license, 
author retains copyright
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How open access is transforming research 
communication

23
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3x Downloads 4.5x Altmetric Score

On average, open access 
articles were downloaded 3x 

as much as subscription 
articles

~2x Citations

Open access articles were 
cited nearly twice as much 
compared to subscription 

articles

Open access articles received 
4.5x as much Altmetric 

attention as subscription 
articles
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Publishing with Wiley Open Access Journals
More details available: https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/index.html

https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/index.html
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Avoid elementary errors of spelling, grammar, punctuation

• “The use of renewable energy generation systems (REGSs) and 
their productivity surge as the demand for electrical energy 
boosted in the world. Since REGS has low maintenance, it
reduces the emission of greenhouse gases etc., and produces 
clean energy”

Singular or plural?

• “The temperature change, overcharging and over-discharging, is
playing critical roles in affecting battery life . . .”

Three players or one?

• “SciVal, an analytical tool was used to analyze the data.”
Closing comma missing

• “The classification accuracy on the target domain dataset were
varied in the range of 89 -95.4 %”

Singular subject, plural verb
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Avoid elementary errors of spelling, grammar, punctuation

• “Conventional microscopes are not very efficient for imaging internal 
body organs because of its size and it consists of large number of 
lenses.”

Ambiguous and mismatched pronoun

• “The balanced voltage dips are rare to occur”
Awkward phrasing: ‘are rare’ or ‘occur rarely’?

• “The validation of the proposed method has been done on three 
different datasets; bearing test rig dataset has been taken as a 
source domain data while Induction Motor (IM), and Machine Fault 
Simulator (MFS) datasets have been taken as target domain data.”

Inappropriate punctuation

• “Air pollution due to traditional vehicles is between 40% and 80% of 
the total.”

Incomplete information: total of what?
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Don’t give up if your paper is rejected

Of 1052 manuscripts rejected by Academic Emergency Medicine,
nearly 66% were subsequently published elsewhere,
in a total of 229 journals.

Of 254 manuscripts rejected by American Journal of Roentgenology, 
64% were later published in 30 radiologic and 27 non-radiologic 
journals.
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Even Nobel-Prize papers have been rejected

Campanario J M. 1995. On influential books and journal articles initially 
rejected because of negative referees’ evaluations. Science Communication
16: 304–325
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Craft title carefully and format it for your target journal

• Check title structure in target journal:
phrase, complete sentence, or question.

• Prefer informative titles to catchy but uninformative titles.

• Start with an important term; avoid such terms as study, 
investigation, and experiment.

• Match average length in target journal. (10±3 words?)1

• Avoid jargon if possible; papers with jargon-free titles cited 
more.2

• Check capitalization (sentence case, title case, all caps),
alignment (centred, left-aligned, or right-aligned), and
weight (bold or normal).

1Elgendi M. 2019. Characteristics of a highly cited article: a machine learning perspective.
IEEE Access 7: 87977–87986 

2Martínez A and Mammola S. 2021. Specialized terminology reduces the number of citations of scientific papers. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 288: 20202581. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2020.2581

https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2020.2581
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Notice capitalization, alignment, and weight

Sentence case, left aligned, not bold

As above but centred

Title case, centred 

Capitals only

Title case, right aligned

As above, but bold

Title case, left aligned
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Quiz 1

Research papers can be rejected without review because
[choose only one]

A. the manuscript ignores the journal’s instructions to authors.

B. the number of co-authors is greater than 10.

C. the references are confined only to two languages.

D. the manuscript is without any table or figure.
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How to supply affiliation

• Affiliation: institution where work was carried out (may not be 
current address).

• ORCID Id <https://orcid.org/signin>

• Superscript numeral or letter or some other symbols?

• Postal or mailing or street address?

• ‘Corresponding’ author?
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ORCID id: more information
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Indicating affiliation with superscript numerals
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Indicating affiliation with superscript symbols
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How to write an abstract

• Abstract complements title: do not repeat info already 
provided by title.

• Skip background information.

• Skip objectives.

• Avoid abbreviations.

• Keep within specified number of words, typically 250 words.

• Write a single paragraph (but use separate headings in 
structured abstracts).



9/4/2023

37

37

Title and abstract: avoid repetition of information

O

O
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Title and abstract: avoid repetition of information

O
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Title and abstract: avoid repetition of information

O



9/4/2023

40

40

Abstract: avoid introductory or background information
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Abstract: avoid introductory or background information
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Abstract: avoid introductory or background information
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Title and abstract work together
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Title and abstract work together
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How to choose suitable keywords

• Avoid terms already used in the title.

• Prefer short phrases to single words.

• Avoid terms that are too broad.

• Use the terms searchers will use.

• Test keywords in Google Scholar

• Format keywords in the target journal’s style:

— keywords or key words?

— alphabetically arranged?

— capitalization?

— separated by commas, semicolons, spaces?
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Quiz 2

The purpose of the abstract of a research paper is
[choose only one]

A. to save space.

B. to facilitate retrieval of information.

C. to help readers decide whether they should see the full paper.

D. to help reviewers get a quick overview of the paper.
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Poorly chosen keywords: repetitive (already in title)

O

O



9/4/2023

48

48

Poorly chosen keywords: too broad

O
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Abbreviations make poor keywords

Title Effect of restricted emissions during COVID-19 on air quality 
in India

Keywords COVID-19, India, AQI, PM2.5, AERMOD
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Abbreviations make poor keywords

NPCR

normalized protein catabolic rate?

no periodic calibration required?

National Program of Cancer Registries?
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Keywords different from those used in titles

P

P
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Formatting keywords: sequence, capitalization, punctuation

Not alphabetic, every term capitalized, separated with dots

Alphabetic, lowercase, separated with commas;
also ‘key words’ and in italics

Not alphabetic, every term capitalized, separated with commas

Not alphabetic, every term capitalized, separated with commas,
ending with a period; also ‘key words’ and in capitals and bold

Alphabetic, lowercase, separated with semicolons
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The IMRaD structure

• Introduction: reason for doing work, nature of hypothesis, 
essential background.

• Materials and methods: sufficient details of techniques to 
enable the work to be repeated.

• Results: draw attention to important details in tables and 
figures.

• Discussion: significance of results in relation to reasons for 
doing the work, and place them in the context of other work. 
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Write an account of your research in 20–30 paragraphs

• Introduction: 1 page, maximum 400 words in 2–4 paragraphs

• Methods: 2–3 pages, about 750 words in 6–8 paragraphs

• Results: 2–3 pages (text, figures, tables), about 1000 words in 4–8 
paragraphs

• Discussion: 3–4 pages, 1000–1500 words, 10 paragraphs

Source Araújo C G. 2014. Detailing the writing of scientific manuscripts. 

Arquivos Brasileiros de Cardiologia 102 (2): e21–e23
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How to write the Introduction

• Answer the question W H Y.

• State the problem and show, with data, why the problem is 
important.

• Review work done so far to solve it.

• Pointing out how it is different from past research.

• Start with a broad topic and make it progressively narrower.

• End with a statement of specific objectives.

• https://www.sfedit.net/
how-to-write-a-great-introduction-to-a-research-paper/
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Introduction: from broad to narrow
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How to write the methods section

• Answer the question H O W.

• Include enough detail for others to repeat the experiment.

• Give sources of material, make and model of equipment, 
quantities, duration, season, etc.

• Mention statistical tests you used.

• Modified a standard method? Describe only modifications (but 
cite the original source).

• Mention any material received gratis.

• Mention sampling method, sample size, no. of replications,
cohort, etc.

• Describe the control group.

• Use the past tense.
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How to write the methods section: specific details

• The elemental analysis of the bio-oil was experimentally determined in a Leco CHN268 

series elemental analyzer (Leco Corporation, Saint Joseph, Michigan, USA).

• The X-ray CT-Scanning was made at Hospital Universitário, Universidade de São Paulo 

(São Paulo, Brazil), using a Philips Brilliance 64 (Philips, Eindhoven) medical tomograph. 

The voxel size of the data is 0.976 mm, with an overlap of 0.33 mm. The resulting 

tomographic slices were processed and segmented using AVIZO 9.2.

• Standing height was measured using a stadiometer to the nearest millimetre. The 

child was made to stand up straight against the backboard with both feet flat on the 

platform. Heels were kept together with toes approximately 60° apart. To ensure the 

accuracy of measurements, the occiput, the shoulder blades, the buttocks and heels 

were kept in contact with the backboard, while the head was placed in the Frankfort 

plane.
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How to write the results section

• Answer the question W H A T.

• State only the results; comments and explanations in Discussion 
section.

• Use tables and charts as appropriate but do not duplicate 
information.

• Use charts to emphasize patterns; use tables to give exact 
values and show multiple variables.

• If results are not statistically significant, do not discuss them.

• Follow standards in expressing units.

• Highlight important results but avoid paraphrasing all the data 
from a table.

• Use supplementary tables if required.

• Use the past tense.
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A digression on

presenting results
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Match precision of expression to precision of measurement
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Match precision of expression to precision of measurement
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Split multi-digit figures into thousands, millions, billions, etc.

• The international system uses millions and billions
(not lakhs and crores).

• Split numbers of 5 digits or more into groups of three
starting from right

• 1234 (no split because this is a 4-digit number)

• 12 345, 123 456 (123 thousand, . . .
1 234 567 (one million . . .), 12 345 678 (twelve million, . . .)

• Use non-breaking space or comma as the thousands separator.
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Split multi-digit figures into thousands, millions, billions, etc.

P

O

P
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SI style for quantitative expressions: presenting numbers

• Units are symbols, not abbreviations.

• No plural form: 1 km, 2 km (not 2 kms)

• No full stop (1 km, not 1 km.)

• Capitals if named after people:
2 kWh, 230 V, 5 Pa, etc. 

• Not capitalized when spelt out:
the pressure was 2.8 pascals.
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Use correct symbols and characters

Degree sign

Neither superscript zero, 37 0C

nor superscript oh (lowercase), 37 oC

nor superscript oh (capital): 37 OC

But 37 °C (alt + 0176)

Multiplication sign

neither capital X nor small x

but × (alt + 215)

Micro (µ): alt + 0181
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Prime and double prime for minutes and seconds

25°10′ N, 75°50′ E
No space between degrees and minutes;
skip the words longitude and latitude;
N or S first, then E or W 
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Correct multiplication symbol, degree symbol, minus sign
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27.8 × 10³  29.5–50.1 × 10³ individuals per cubic metreP

Use mult. sign, not letter X; minus sign, not hyphen

O
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Minimize capitals in explaining abbreviations

P

O

P
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Eliminate serial numbers



9/4/2023

72

Eliminate serial numbers, use correct alignment

Number

2

1

14

7
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Use appropriate alignment for columns

• Whole numbers only; all the rows share a common unit:
right align

• Decimal numbers; all the rows share a common unit:
decimal align

• Whole numbers or decimals; rows do not share a common unit:
left align

• Cells without data: centred on the column

• Justified alignment? Never
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Align decimal values on the decimal



9/4/2023

75

Avoid justified alignment
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Shared units? Whole numbers, right align; decimals, decimal 
align

20.0

20.0

9.1

9.1

10.3

12.0

9.0

5.0

0.5

5.2

6.4

1.0

33

18

15

13

12

9

6

6

6

6
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Mention total sample size 

RS, n = 70

PG, n = 90
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Units not shared? Left align

P
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Avoid presenting the same data as a table and a figure
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In pie charts, always supply the total in absolute units

FIGURE 3 Shares of different subjects in 353 documents on A I in sustainable supply chains
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Check whether a graphic adds value

Review papers accounted for only 1.7% of the total published articles on sustainable supply chain.



9/4/2023

82

82

End of digression; 

back to IMRaD format
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How to write the discussion section

• Answer the question S O W H A T.

• Explain what the results mean and how they are important.

• Emphasize novelty.

• Compare results with earlier findings;
explain contradictory results, if any.

• Suggest future line of work.

• Sum up with a conclusion.

• Avoid subjective expressions: ‘interesting’, ‘remarkable’, etc.

• Refer back to Introduction and say how the objectives were 
achieved.

• Use a mix of tenses: present tense for generally valid results or 
principles; past for specific results; future for possibilities.
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How to write the discussion section, example

A comparative study of the land required for food and cooking fuel in 

rural India

The 1000 m² for food calculated in this study is significantly (about 40%) lower than other 

studies for this region. The explanation for this can be found in the very low food 

consumption (1918 kcal/cap/day) that was found in the survey. Other studies used daily food 

consumption values of 2500 kcal per capita. Further, in such studies the consumption of 

animal products was far higher than in the survey used here. So, our value of 1000 m² can be 

considered as the minimum area needed to feed one person (food at the starvation level).
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How to write the discussion section, example continued

A comparative study of the land required for food and cooking fuel in 

rural India

Experts have developed various models of water efficiency and environmental benefits. Yet 

these models are little used for irrigation scheduling; at most, they help retrospectively to 

evaluate seasonal approaches (FAO, 2012). . . . Farmers there have no formal responsibility to 

demonstrate efficient water use (unlike in the UK; Knox et al., 2012). Consequently, farmers 

pay higher water prices yet do not obtain the full potential benefits through water-efficient 

practices. We investigated the reasons for the difference by exploring perspectives of water 

users organisations (WUOs) and relevant agencies, especially through multi-stakeholder 

workshops.
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Finishing touches: follow the target journal’s format

• Follow capitalization, bold, italics,

Fig. / Figure, etc.

• Follow style for headings: numbered or not numbered.

• Avoid using automated numbering for numbered headings. 

Type heading first, then space, then number.
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Finishing touches: follow the target journal’s format

Follow the target journal’s style but

— single column

— standard, serif font: Times New Roman, Georgia, Sitka

— left justification; hyphenation off

— no blank lines between paragraphs
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Figure or Fig.?
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Figure or Fig.?
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Headings without numbers
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Numbered headings
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Roman numbers and capitals: outline style
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Predatory or deceptive journals: definition

‘Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-

interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized by 

false or misleading information, deviation from best editorial and 

publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of 

aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices.’ 

Source Grudniewicz A et al. 2019. Predatory journals: no definition, no defence.

Nature 576: 210–212
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How to spot predatory journals

• Solicit submissions by email; message in poor English.

• Display ISSN prominently; also mention Google Scholar,
Index Copernicus, etc.

• Charge upfront fee; promise fast publication.

• Skip review or only cursory peer review.

• Have large international editorial boards.

• Seldom show street address.

• Claim false impact factors.

• Are usually multidisciplinary.
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Invitation to submit: substandard English 
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Invitation to submit: indiscriminate mailing
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Misleading claims about impact factor
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Unrealistic schedules 
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Prominently displayed ISSN
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ISSN has nothing to do with quality (or ‘standard’)

<ttps://www.issn.org/understanding-the-issn/what-is-an-issn/
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Discrepancies
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Searching Web of Science Master Journal list, 1

https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
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Searching Web of Science Master Journal list, 2
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Multidisciplinary coverage of predatory journals
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UGC on predatory journals

‘The UGC has instructed universities to ignore publications and 

presentations in predatory outlets in all future evaluations, and to 

publicly challenge any attempts to compromise academic integrity. 

Publication in predatory journals will be assessed during a 

university’s accreditation process and institutional reviews.’

— Bhushan Patwardhan, Vice-Chairman,
University Grants Commission, India
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Quiz 3

A predatory journal [choose only one]

A. never carries the ISSN (International Standard Serial Number).

B. is published only in print form.

C. is always published in at least two languages.

D. typically invites submissions through emails.
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How to avoid plagiarism

• Avoid ‘copy and paste’.

• Enclose text in quotation marks.

• Provide correct citation and reference.

• Paraphrase: borrow ideas, not words.

• Cite only what you have read first-hand.
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Academic phrasebank, 1

https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
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Academic phrasebank, 2
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Academic phrasebank, 3

https://phrasebankresearch.net/
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Self-plagiarism and text recycling

• Cite your paper instead of recycling your earlier text.

• If earlier methods are only slightly modified, cite and describe 

only the modifications.

• If you do not have the copyright, text recycling can violate 

copyright.

• See Text Recycling Research Project website:

<https://textrecycling.org/>:



9/4/2023

112

112

A I, or artificial intelligence, is a tool

• A tool that is becoming increasingly sophisticated

• At its core, A I is predictive and recursive

— given a string of words, which is the most probable next word

— given a string of sentences, what are the most probable next 

sentences

— probabilities based on massive data sets

• Generates most probable text, not necessarily true text

• Works better for short texts (about 2500 words or shorter)

• Grammatically correct but unoriginal
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Writing a paper using A I: a step-by-step approach

Conroy G. 2023. Nature 619: 443–444
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Writing a paper using A I: a step-by-step approach

• Tool prompts ChatGPT and builds on its responses to refine a 
paper in stages.

• Steps: data exploration, data analysis, interpreting results, 
writing a polished manuscript

• ChatGPT generated “a clearly written manuscript with solid data 
analysis.”

• The tool is “specifically designed to create papers that explain 
the steps ChatGPT took [so that] researchers can understand, 
check and replicate the methods and findings.”
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Security considerations in using AI tools

“By default, all inputs and AI-generated responses are 

stored by ChatGPT, which means that any potentially sensitive 

information users have entrusted to the platform may be at 

risk. This could be of particular concern for researchers who 

may have used ChatGPT to help with preparing their research 

manuscripts.”

— ThinkSCIENCE <https://thinkscience.co.jp/en/ChatGPT-user-

accounts-compromised>
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What AI tools can do and cannot do

• Generate plausible text.

• Summarize text to produce an abstract.

• Rephrase blocks of text.

• Summarize multiple papers.

• Cannot generate original text.

• May produce text that can be considered plagiarized.

• “Since it cannot understand the meaning of the content, this 
could mean that it occasionally suggests plausible sounding 
but incorrect or nonsensical answers.”— Elizabeth George, 
‘ChatGPT for Research Writing: Game Changer or Ethical Risk?’
<https://researcher.life/blog/article/chatgpt-for-research-writing-game-changer-or-ethical-risk/>
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Advice from a publisher to authors on the use of AI tools

• Mention that you have used AI tools.

• Mention the exact tool and version as applicable.

• State the purpose for which the tool was used.

• Take responsibility for the entire contents.
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Author resources from Wiley
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Swires-Hennessy E. 2014.

Presenting Data: how to communicate your 

message effectively.

Chichester, UK: John Wiley. 132 pp.
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Advice from Nature, Careers column

“Linguistic competence takes second place to the ability to produce quality 

scientific content. For editors and reviewers, good science is almost always more 

important than language ability.

“Still, language does matter — papers must at least be understandable — and

I have some advice on how academics keen to learn English: read complicated 

texts—especially PhD theses produced at UK universities . . . they are likely 

to be written in good academic English.

Online platforms including OpenLearn offer courses aimed specifically at 

developing critical-reading skills. Such courses help to develop appropriate 

reading strategies, vocabulary, comprehension and critical-reading skills.”

Anikina Z. 2021. Don’t focus on English at the expense of your science.

<https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01905-z>
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Key takeaways

• Choose your target journal carefully.

• Follow all the instructions to authors given by that journal.

• Give finishing touches to your paper in terms of style and 
format.

• Always spell-check the files before uploading.

• Watch out for predatory journals.

• Use A I tools judiciously.
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Here’s wishing you

the very best

yateendra .joshi@gmail .com
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Good practice in referencing

• Cite only those references that you have consulted yourself.

• Always cite the original source.

• Include at least a couple of most recent references.

• Ensure a good chronological spread of references.

• Limit self-citations.

• Include at least a few references to papers published in the 
target journal.
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Citations in text

• Citations by numbers, the Vancouver system

• Citations by names of authors, the Harvard system
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Numbered citations, Vancouver system

Citations (numbers)

• ‘In line’ or superscripts?

• Normal or italics?

• Enclosed in brackets?

— parentheses or square brackets?

• Placed before punctuation or after?

• Out of sequence (because references arranged alphabetically by 
author)?
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Vancouver : superscript, square brackets, after punctuation
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Vancouver : inline, square brackets, before punctuation
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Vancouver : superscript, no brackets, before punctuation
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Vancouver : superscript, no brackets, after punctuation
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Author(s), year: Harvard system
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Author(s), year: Harvard system

• How many names before ‘et al.’: two, three, six, . . .

• et al. or et al.?

• et (Latin for ‘and’) is never followed by a full stop.

• Author(s), year OR Author(s) year?

Multiple citations

• alphabetical,

• chronological,

• reverse chronological?
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Harvard system: multiple citations in alphabetical order
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Harvard system: multiple citations in chronological order
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Harvard system: multiple citations in reverse chronology
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Examine reference format in detail

• Authors: names inverted? All or only the first author?

• Initials separated by dots, by spaces, both, or neither?

• Surname followed by a comma?

Use of “and” (some journals skip it even between two names)

• Year within brackets or not?

• After author(s) names or later?

• Titles of articles in quotes?

• Journal titles abbreviated or in full?

• Dots after abbreviations? Italics or normal? Title case or 

sentence case?

• Punctuation between volume number and page numbers
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Trivial differences in formatting: journal and volume number

How different publishers print journal name and volume number

• Glob. Environ. Chang. 35, 138–147.

• Glob Environ Chang 35:138–147

• Global Environmental Change, 35, 138–147.

• Global Environmental Change, 35, 138–147
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Use Google Scholar to format references
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Try Citationsy <https://citationsy.com/#>
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